
Reflection for the first Sunday of Advent. Luke 21: 25-36 

Happy New Year! 

Today is Advent Sunday which marks the beginning of the Christian year. Advent is a time of 
preparation, a time of looking forward. We look forward to Christmas, the time when we 
celebrate the birth of Christ. Funnily enough that is why we call it Christmas. In the passage 
from Luke's gospel set for this morning Jesus is talking about signs. Very soon we will see 
signs, probably not those mentioned in this passage, but people will be putting up their lights 
and decorating their houses as they prepare to celebrate. It appears this happens earlier and 
earlier every year. The media encourages us to be ready, to be prepared. This could well be 
what Jesus is talking about in this passage from Luke, being prepared and being ready but 
probably not quite what the media are thinking of. Jesus is looking beyond the turkey and the 
tinsel; He is talking about signs and the sun the moon and the stars and the distress among 
nations confused by events. Are these to be portents of end times? We can look at the world 
that has been rocked by Covid, the hitherto unknown virus that has shaken us all. The 
leaders of the world gather to discuss climate change, to discuss the damage that our 
industrial world is inflicting upon the environment.  

It would be easy for us to be confused, distressed, and begin to wonder what all this means. 
It is easy for us to become fearful and confused. We may look at all these signs and it is 
small wonder that we are confused. But are we looking at the right signs? We can be so busy 
looking all around us that we cannot see the trees for the wood or the wood for the trees, that 
we miss what is important. Perhaps we are not even looking for the right things, we become 
distracted and confused. We need to recognise Jesus among us, and with us. Luke mentions 
the fig tree as it puts out its new buds and leaves, we know that summer is coming. As we 
sniff the air looking for the sign of summer, we think we know what we are looking for. The 
key then is to know what we are preparing for, what we are looking for. In Advent we are 
waiting for God’s arrival, so our task is to make sure that we will recognise him when He 
comes. It is important to know what we are looking for, to be able to recognise Jesus when 
he comes. 

What then are we looking for? What are the signs? I suggest that we look for light in these 
dark times. We look for hope – the hope that things will be better, that all will not always 
appear so dark. Hope has come to signify something a bit vague and ephemeral, not quite 
certain. Hope should have a more certain ring to it, sure and certain, and that is what Advent 
signifies – that is what Advent is preparing us for – the coming of Jesus, a child born into this 
world for us, for each one of us. A sign that, as Mother Julian of Norwich said, ‘All shall be 
well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.’  A sign that God loves us 
enough to come among us, to be one with us. Emmanuel: God with us. 

May the Lord when He comes find us watching and waiting. 
God of light and might, 
bring to our world a new beginning,  
a fresh start for your people. 
We give thanks for the anticipation 
Of promises fulfilled. 
May we rejoice in all that lies ahead 
As we move from darkness into light,  
from repentance to forgiveness, 
From despair to hope. 
Help us to be prepared for change, 
In ourselves and in your church, for now and forever. 
Amen 
  


