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We are not people of fear: 
we are people of courage. 
We are not people who protect our own safety: 
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety. 
We are not people of greed: 
we are people of generosity. 
We are your people God, 
giving and loving, 
wherever we are, 
whatever it costs 
For as long as it takes 
wherever you call us. 
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From Jane… 
 
Latest information 
An excellent statement from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York on the 
19th March set out a vision for a new way of being church. In a joint letter 
Archbishops Justin Welby and John Sentamu said that, far from having to 
“shut up shop”, the Church of England must face the challenge by becoming 
a radically different kind of church rooted in prayer and serving others. They 
invited clergy to maintain the ancient pattern of daily prayer and, where 
possible, the eucharist – live streaming their worship if they have the 
resources to do so.  
It came after the Government announced unprecedented peacetime measures 
to try to control the spread of the COVID-19 virus, with a lockdown on 
public movement, transport and working. It had been hoped that church 
buildings might remain open as places of prayer for the community, 
observing social distancing recommendations, but now doors are locked and 
we are going virtual.  
Congregations are urged to be in the forefront of providing practical care and 
support for the poorest and the most vulnerable during the crisis. “Being a 
part of the Church of England is going to look very different in the days 
ahead,” they wrote. “Our life is going to be less characterised by attendance 
at church on Sunday, and more characterised by the prayer and service we 
offer each day.  
“We may not be able to pray with people in the ways that we are used to, but 
we can certainly pray for people. And we can certainly offer practical care 
and support.  
“Please do carry on supporting the local foodbank and buy extra provisions 
for it. There are many very encouraging schemes happening right across our 
country in communities to focus on caring for the most vulnerable and do 
continue to play your part in those.  
“Then by our service, and by our love, Jesus Christ will be made known, and 
the hope of the gospel – a hope that can counter fear and isolation - will 
spread across our land.”  
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They added: “This is a defining moment for the Church of England. Are we 
truly a church for all, or just the church for ourselves? 
“We urge you sisters and brothers to become a different sort of church in 
these coming months: hopeful and rooted in the offering of prayer and praise 
and overflowing in service to the world.”  
Mothering Sunday was called a National Day of Prayer and Action, 
particularly remembering those who are sick or anxious and all involved in 
health and emergency services. We united in prayer at 7pm and lit a candle 
and placed it in a window as a witness to our united prayer and Christ, the 
light of the world. You could watch Bishop Jackie or listen to Archbishop 
Welby recorded at Lambeth Palace. One priest, Stephen Beach, in Plymouth 
felt the heat while recording his first ‘virtual’ service after accidentally 
setting his arm on fire with a candle. Friends teased him that he should have 
waited for Pentecost! 
Many of us will be trying new things as we seek to be creative about love in 
action. Look at Youtube and search for services – you’ll be overwhelmed by 
the options. And you won’t be alone! At St. Nic’s in Durham, a church I 
remember from student days, more than 2,300 people watched last Sunday’s 
streamed service, against a usual congregation of 300. You can have a look at 
inspirational preachers and find reflections from around the world, let alone 
the UK. 
Further information on what the suspension of public worship and closure of 
places of worship will mean see: www.churchofengland.org 
Despite these worrying and uncertain times, we must never lose hope. Think 
of the Italians in isolation, singing beautifully from their windows, the Dutch 
recently singing from their windows – maybe not so beautifully (they stated 
themselves “perhaps we best leave it to Italy!”) Some people are even putting 
their Christmas lights back up as a sign of hope and happiness. The media 
focuses on the infection rates, the deaths – remember that there are recoveries 
and there are people working on and testing 
vaccines to bring an end to this soon.  
Please remember in your prayers those with 
whom you usually worship and those you 
see in the community around you. If 
someone especially comes to mind, pick up 
the phone and call. We offer a ‘Morning 
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Prayer’ and ‘Night Prayer’ to use at home. Morning Prayer is said at 9am by 
Madeline, Jane and myself. Night Prayer ends the day quietly before going to 
bed, not with images from the TV but after a pause with God. Please ask 
Tricia to email you a copy: hartlandcoastparishes@gmail.com,  or find it on 
the website. 
We’ll find lots of ways to keep connected and these will include our website 
https://www.hartlandcoastchurches.org and a weekly Information Sheet. 
There might not be events to list but there will be much to share.  
Please keep in touch with Madeline revmadelinebray@gmail.com Jane 
janehayes59@yahoo.co.uk and myself rectorhartlandcoast@gmail.com  
We will be praying for you, seeking to work with the local Parish Councils to 
join our efforts together wherever possible and will send the Church Wardens 
updates from the Church of England & Diocese as this information becomes 
available.  
Every blessing 
Jane 

 

 
 
 
 

A Prayer 
God of love and hope, you made the world and care for all creation,       
but the world feels strange right now. 
The news is full of stories about Coronavirus.         
Some people are worried that they might get ill.                                                                                 
Others are anxious for their family and friends.             
Be with them and help them to find peace.                                                                                            
We pray for the doctors and nurses and scientists  
and all who are working to discover the right medicines  
to help those who are ill.            
Thank you that, even in these anxious times, you are with us.                                               
Help us to put our trust in you and keep us safe. Amen.   
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Hartland Coast Mission Community 
Ministry Team 

 
 

   '   01237 

Team Rector Revd. Jane Skinner 431622 
rectorhartlandcoast@gmail.com 

Team Vicar Revd. Madeline Bray 451445 
revmadelinebray@gmail.com  

Team Curate Revd. Jane Hayes 440161/07503 731465 

Rural Dean Revd. Derek Arnold 721723 
Reader Andrew Macwilliam 441524 

Reader Eunice Dunn 451121 

Reader Hilary Savage 452483 

Reader  Vera Tooke 441057 

 
Parish Administrator  Tricia Oakley (see note) 
Parish Office 
St. Nectan’s Church Rooms 
The Square 
HARTLAND  
EX39 6BL 
01237 441142 hartlandcoastparishes@gmail.com 
Office hours:  Mon / Tues / Thurs / Fri mornings 10am to midday.  

Answerphone in operation. 
Please note that, for the time being, I am not keeping regular office hours, 
but working from home and going in only to deal with post and any printing 
which needs doing. I can check messages and answer emails from home 
(just as I have always done), so do keep in touch.     Tricia  
website:  hartlandcoastchurches.org  
Facebook: Hartland Coast Mission Community   
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Ecumenical contacts 
 
 

Superintendent Methodist Minister Revd. Rob Blackhall 01805 628041 
 
Local Methodist Minister Revd. Andrew Vidamour 01237 478453 
 
 
Roman Catholic Priest Father Edward Anthony  01237 472519 

 bideford@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
***************************************************** 

Hartland Coast Mission Community 
CHURCHWARDENS 

 
Alwington Barry Collacott 

John Westaway 
01237 478733 
01237 451532 

Bucks Mills Chris Braund 
Robin Croslegh 

 
01237 441605 

Buckland Brewer David Blight 
Roger Walter 

01237 451785 

Clovelly Sue Curtis 
Chris West 

 
01237 431668 

Hartland Thirza Goaman 
Kay Greenish 

01237 441276 
01237 441091 

Lundy Andrew Wilby  

Parkham Keith Chambers  

Welcombe Helen Bence 
Sheila Wade 

 
01288 331391 

Woolsery Mary Cann 
Colin Pomeroy 

 
01237 431201 
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Parkham 

Stormy weather over the last few 
weeks seems to have kept people at 
home with fewer activities to report 
on than usual. 
Sunday breakfast in February and 
March were well attended. This 
service is popular in the village, 
and is often attended by villagers 
who do not attend regular services. 
On Sunday 16th February Leo 
Braunton was baptised. He was 
accompanied by parents Fiona and 
Olly, and big brother Jake. 

Jane Dennis 
 

 

The phiX Band went on tour 
recently!  Craig, Sarah, Neil, 
Eunice and Lorna (pictured) played 
to an enthusiastic congregation at 
Torrington Methodist Chapel.  Neil 
Pritchard has produced an amazing 
piece of free-standing artwork 

which espouses our phiX values of 
Christ-centred praise, hope and 
inspiration.  
It's a stunning visual reminder of 
what we're about.  Friday phiX 
happens on the fourth Friday of the 
month, 7 for 7.30pm at the Chapel 
Rooms, Parkham and our next 
meeting is scheduled for 22nd 
May, all being well. 

Lorna Thomas 
 

Woolsery 
We enjoyed a lovely Songs of 
Praise service on Sunday March 
15th to give Margaret Rickard a 
good send off. The service was 
well attended and every member of 
the ministry team chose a song that 
they felt represented Margaret and 
Margaret also chose several songs 
that depicted different times of her 
life. 
One song which I expect most of 
you will know as you will have 
sang it at Woolsery School with 
Margaret was one of her favourites, 
'One more step along the world we 
go' and we wish Margaret from the 
bottom of our hearts much love and 

AROUND THE PARISHES 
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happiness in her new home as she 
takes that next step. 
Pictured below is Margaret with a 
beautiful flower arrangement and a 
stunning framed canvas painting of 
all the churches in the local 
Ministry - truly stunning and a one 
off! 

 

Text taken from the All Hallows 
Facebook page 

Margaret was born in 
Gloucestershire but came to Devon 
when she was only 2 years old – so 
she is a true ‘Devon dumpling’. 
Before coming to Woolsery school 
in 1983 to take up her appointment 
as the school’s first deputy head the 
following year, she taught at a 
school in Belgium located at the 

supreme headquarters allied 
powers Europe, where she first met 
her future husband Stuart. 
Margaret’s maiden name was 
Corbett-Winder, the complexity of 
which caused the youngsters of 
Woolsery problems, and amongst 
the names she was innocently 
known by were Miss Apple-
Grinder and Miss Double-Glazing. 
Margaret’s love of children 
continued outside school, and she 
was instrumental in forming the 
Brownie pack and later on the 
Rainbows. Her duties extended 
away from the village, for she was 
a county trainer for the 
organisation. 
Margaret married Stuart in 1984 
here in All Hallows, where the 
guides and scouts provided a guard 
of honour, with the manor house 
being the location for the post-
marriage reception.  
In the late 1990s Margaret was 
selected to travel to the USA on a 
teacher exchange, where working 
with children with special needs 
was an important topic. Her 
obvious skills as a teacher were 
further recognized when she was 
appointed to tutor and monitor 
probationary first year teachers 
over a wide area of North Devon. 
As we all know music has played a 
very important part in Margaret’s 
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life. She set up a Music Centre in 
the school and formed the Bideford 
Junior Youth Band, which travelled 
far and wide to entertain others, 
including performances in the 
Grenville Hall in Exeter. 
She and Stuart established the 
annual Christmas play, for which 
they wrote both the words and the 
music – and, as if she didn’t have 
enough to do, she was also 
president of the Woolsery WI. 
Sadly Stuart was called to God’s 
arms after 23 happy and fulfilling 
years of marriage and Margaret 
herself was very seriously ill in 
2013, being literally brought back 
from the dead to continue to carry 
out so very much more for our 
local community as soon as she 
was well enough to do so. 
Dear Margaret has been a true 
friend of Woolsery; however, 
Devon’s loss will be Dorset’s gain. 

Colin Pomeroy 
 

Woolsery Youth Club 
Another busy term for Woolsery 
Youth Club with a few new 
members joining or trying the club 
out for the first time. The club 
attracts youngsters from Woolsery, 
Hartland, Clovelly and 
Parkham.  This term we enjoyed a 
trip out to 'The Play' centre towards 
the top of Bideford high-street. 

Lots of fun was had by the 
youngsters and the young at heart 
as they enjoyed playing on the 
games, dance mats and purchasing 
their food and drink. Definitely a 
night we will rebook for the winter 
months. 
As well as the normal football 
outside and games and 
activities inside we have also 
enjoyed some crafting sessions 
with hammer, nails and string and 
Chinese night a banquet was 
cooked up by Baz, James and Bo.  
Thanks must go to all the parents 
that have done a stint at being on 
rota for the evening and also to 
Diana Vanstone who has been 
chief tuckshop buyer!  
Since entering Hartland Carnival as 
a walking entry last year, the youth 
club members would like to enter a 
float this year. We have the idea - 
we just need help with a driver, 
tractor and trailer! If anyone can 
help fulfil their dream, please get in 
touch with Louise Leonard.  
If anyone would like to try out 
Youth Club, please turn up on one 
of these following dates. (Open to 
School Years 7 to 11).  
Next WYC Dates. 7.30pm -9.30pm 
Woolsery Community and Sports 
Hall (STC) Fridays April 24th, 
May 22nd, June 5th, June 19th, 
July 3rd and July 17th + Carnival 
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Alwington 
February 23rd, Joy of Joy we 
resumed our services in a warm 
church. The school room had 
served us well, but it was 
wonderful to be able to hold our 
service in St Andrew’s again and to 
be warm with our heating system 
repaired and functioning well. The 
organ was not so happy about our 
absence from the church building 
and let us know during the last 
hymn with a long wailing sound 
which led to raised eyebrows as we 
tried to work out where the sound 
was coming from whilst 

concluding our service. 
On February 25th the Schoolroom 
was back in use to host our 

pancake evening. A lovely event 
with about 40 people attending to 
enjoy delicious pancakes served 
with a variety of toppings and a 
cup of tea or coffee. This was a 
lovely evening and great chance for 
the parish to come together. We 
estimated that at least 200 pancakes 
were cooked, one young man 
managed 7 and I doubt that he was 
alone in this! 
The evening raised £215, much 
needed funds as having scaffolding 
up in the church tower to allow 
work on the heating system 
revealed that there was woodworm 
in the tower floors. There is always 
something needing doing in these 
beautiful old buildings. With the 
scaffolding remaining in the tower 
for longer the bells have remained 
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silent so we look forward to their 
return and hope that they don’t 
complain too much! 

Two teams from Alwington took 
part in the quiz evening organised 
by Parkham at the end of January. 
Some tough rounds but a fun 
evening. Thank you to Parkham for 
arranging this event. Alwington 
will be holding their Inter Church 
Activity event on Saturday May 
2nd from 3pm to 6pm in The 
Schoolroom by St Andrew’s. It is a 
Beetle Drive! Refreshments 
provided. Whilst this seems 
unlikely to go ahead now we will 
look to run this later in the year. 

You may have seen notices for a 
Coffee Morning Saturday 25th 
April 10-1pm in the Schoolroom, 
This is now postponed until later in 
the year. 
Looking ahead with hope to 
summer we have the Alwington 
Flower Festival in St Andrew’s 
from Friday June 26th to Sunday 
June 28th, the theme is Transport.  
 

 Alison Browning 

Hartland  

February started with a beautiful 
Candlemas service, led by 
Margaret. This was the first, and 
last, time she had led a service at 
Stoke.  
A fortnight later Archdeacon Mark 
led a service of Celebration of 
Ministry at which all the clergy, 
most of the choir and not many 
others were present. Only two 
came from other parishes. 
Pancake day was a success as 
usual; the room was busy from 
10am - lunchtime with many of the 
coffee shop regulars staying on for 
a lunchtime pancake. Even the men 
who meet elsewhere for a full 
English breakfast on Tuesdays 
manage to down a pancake 
afterwards! 
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Ash Wednesday was a more sober 
affair with Stephen Skinner leading 
the service of Holy Communion 
and Imposition of Ashes. 
Immediately following this we 
serve our Community lunch and 
someone always comments on the 
dirty mark on a forehead.  
The World Day of Prayer (when 
did they drop the ‘Women’s’?) was 
held in the church rooms, this year 
organised by the Methodist chapel. 
The service was put together by the 
people of Zimbabwe. I have a doll 
from there dressed in National 
costume which was on display and 
I hadn’t appreciated her clothes are 
predominantly in the national 
colours. (I have inherited a large 
collection made by my mother and 
am happy to bring them out to 
groups to show them off if anyone 
is interested).  
Last Sunday we managed to hold a 
leaving service for Margaret 
Rickard. This was well supported 
and Margaret was presented with a 
beautiful picture of all the churches 
in the Mission Community – 
Margaret won’t have much wall 
space in her new house. Sadly it 
was decided in the light of the 
Coronavirus not to hold 
refreshments afterwards. That 
didn’t stop people staying and 

chatting though.  
We now await further instruction 
after the lockdown for over 70s has 
been announced. Will there be 
Mothering Sunday services or not? 
We have had to stop serving the 
Wednesday lunches and close the 
Coffee shop as much because all 
the volunteers bar one are over 70, 
as the ban on groups meeting! We 
are making plans for keeping in 
touch with all the isolated folk in 
the village. 

Kay Greenish 

 

Bucks Mills 
The bats returned at the beginning 
of the month, but I am assured that 
these bats do not carry the virus.  
Even if they do, they have the place 
to themselves for the time being.   
It was strange to first delve for the 
huge door key in the safe and then 
test that the mechanism was 
working.  It has only been used a 
couple of times in the past 20 years 
when the church was locked for 
one evening prior to a wedding in 
2005 and when we celebrated our 
sesquicentennial.   
The key functioned with the door 
open but once closed it was 
apparent that the door had dropped 
slightly, and the mortice was out of 
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line.  No suitable tools were 
available, so a jury-rigged wedge 
was manufactured from plywood 
signs and the door lifted 
sufficiently to lock it.  I then 
discovered I had left the vestry key 
inside so the whole process had to 
be repeated.   
In the meantime, my dog decided 
to run off into the churchyard and, 
initially, ignored my urgent plea to 
return.  While he was missing, I 
chained the outer mesh doors shut 
with a padlock and posted the 
necessary notices.  The dog 
returned having inspected the 
Braund graves without trying to 
disinter their remains. The process 
took longer than I planned and as I 
stood back with said dog firmly 
attached to his lead I mused that a 
haven of peace and reflection for 
locals and visitors alike was now 
off limits.   
We look forward to celebrating its 
re-opening. 

Robin Croslegh 
 
Hartland Coast Mission Community 
A new Facebook group has been 
created to keep us all in the loop. 
This may fill you with horror, but 
this is a private group which you 
may join without revealing any 
personal details. Check the weekly 
information sheet for details. 

 

FROM THE PARISH 
REGISTERS 

 

Baptism 

16th February  
 Leo John Braunton 
 St. James Parkham 

We welcome him into the Lord’s family 
 

Funerals 
27th  January John Douglas Harding 
 Crematorium  
 (Woolsery Methodist) 
10th February Patricia Ann Pollard 
 Crematorium  
 (St. Nectan Hartland) 
24th February Michael George Hill 
 St. Nectan Hartland 

12th March Winifred Shute 
 St. Nectan Hartland 

 
Interment of Ashes 

13th March Walter Oke 
St. Nectan Hartland  

Please Tricia know if you would 
like to receive Hartbeat or the 
weekly information sheet 
electronically. Email address on 
page 5.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
family and friends 
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Jesus invited everyone to come 
and follow him 

Messy Church  
in the Methodist Church Hall, 

Hartland 

suspended until further 
notice … 

 
For more details contact 

Revd. Jane Hayes 
01237 440161 

   
If  

If you are reading a printed copy of 
the magazine and would like to see 
all our photos (and many more) in 
glorious technicolour, please visit 
the website 
hartlandcoastchurches.org and 
click on the news tab.  Back copies 
of the magazine are also available 
there. 
 

 
Copy date for the next issue of 

Hartbeat (June/July) 
will be May 16th 

Please send any photos as 
small attachments (not as a link!) 

hartlandcoastparishes@gmail.com 

 

 
Friday phiX (praise, hospitality 
and inspiration that’s Christ-
centred) from 7pm Methodist 

Chapel Rooms, Parkham. 
Next meeting, hopefully,  

Friday 22nd May 
 

Doors open 7pm for 
tea/coffee/nibbles and 
worship starts at 7.30. 
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Readings – Related Lectionary 
 1st Lesson Epistle Gospel Psalm Colour 

April 5th 

PALM SUNDAY  
Liturgy of 

Palms 

  
 

Matthew 21: 
1-11 

 Red 

April 5th 

PALM SUNDAY  
Liturgy of the 

Passion 

Isaiah 50:  
4-9a 

Philippians 2:  
5-11 

Matthew 27:  
11-54 

31:  
9-16 Red 

April 12th  
EASTER DAY 

Acts 10:  
34-43 

Colossians 3:  
1-4  

John 20:  
1-18  

118:  
1-2 & 14-24 White 

April 19th  
 2nd of Easter 

Acts 2:  
14a & 22-32 

1 Peter 1:  
3-9 

John 20:  
19-31 16 White 

April 26th   
3rd of Easter 

Acts 2:  
14a & 36-41 

1 Peter 1:  
17-23 

Luke 24:  
13-35 

116:  
1-3 & 10-17 White 

May 3rd  
4th of Easter 

Acts 2:  
42-47 

1 Peter 2:  
19-25 

John 10:  
1-10 23 White 

May 10th 

5th of Easter 
Acts 7:  
55-60 

1 Peter 2:  
2-10 

John 14:  
1-14 

35:  
1-5 & 15-16 White 

May 17th 
6th of Easter 

Acts 17:  
22-31 

1 Peter 3:  
13-22 

John 14:  
15-21 

66:  
7-18 White 

May 24th  
7th of Easter  

Acts 1:  
6-14 

1 Peter 4:  
12-14 & 5: 6-11 

John 17:  
1-11 

68:  
1-10 & 33-36 

White 

May 31st  
PENTECOST 

Acts 2:  
1-21  

1 Corinthians 12: 
3b – 13  

John 7:  
37-39 

104:  
25-35 & 37 Red 

The Ministry Team will be saying Morning Prayer at 9am each 
morning and Night Prayer at the end of the day. 
While services in our parish churches are suspended, you may like to 
join in with them from your own homes. You can find an order of 
service on the Mission Community website -
www.hartlandcoastchurches.org – or ask one of the clergy for a 
printed copy. 
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Spiritual Communion  

The term ‘Spiritual Communion’ 
has been used historically to 
describe the means of grace by 
which a person, prevented for some 
serious reason from sharing in a 
celebration of the Eucharist, 
nonetheless shares in the 
communion of Jesus Christ. The 
form of prayer below offers 
Christians an opportunity to give 
thanks for their communion with 
him, particularly at times when they 
would ordinarily be present at the 
Eucharist.  

The Book of Common Prayer 
instructs us that if we offer 
ourselves in penitence and faith, 
giving thanks for the redemption 
won by Christ crucified, we may 
truly ‘eat and drink the Body and 
Blood of our Saviour Christ’, 
although we cannot receive the 

sacrament physically in ourselves. 
Making a Spiritual Communion is 
particularly fitting for those who 
cannot receive the sacrament at the 
great feasts of the Church, and it 
fulfils the duty of receiving Holy 
Communion ‘regularly, and 
especially at the festivals of 
Christmas, Easter and Whitsun or 
Pentecost’ (Canon B 15).  

The Church of which we are 
members is not defined by the walls 
of a building but by the Body of 
Christ of which we are members. In 
making our communion spiritually, 
we are joining with Christians 
everywhere to be nourished by the 
one who tells us, ‘I am the Bread of 
Life’.  

In making a Spiritual Communion, 
you may wish to pray all or part of 
the following, as you are able.  

 

An act of Spiritual Communion  

You may wish to find a space for prayer in front of a cross, a candle, or a 
special place. You might choose to make your Spiritual Communion at a 
particular time of day, or after viewing a live streamed service.  

Reflect on the day and on your relationships.  

• -  What good things have come from God today?  

• -  Where have I fallen short?  

• -  What might I do tomorrow?  
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You may wish to say or pray  

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

Read the following words from Scripture. If you have access to today’s 
readings for Holy Communion, you may wish to read and reflect on them.  

Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.’  
John 6.35  

Pray for the needs of the world, for your local community, and for those close 
to you. End with the Lord’s Prayer.  

Our Father...  

Give thanks for the saving death and resurrection of Jesus and ask him to be 
with you now.  

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits you have given me, 
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen.  

after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester You might then add one or more 
of the following prayers:  

Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with you always’. 
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you. Hear my prayers for others and for 
myself, and keep me in your care. Amen.  

O God, 
help me to trust you, 
help me to know that you are with me, 
help me to believe that nothing can separate me from your love revealed in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Lord, in these days of mercy, make us quiet and prayerful; in these days of 
challenge, make us stronger in you;  
in these days of emptiness,  
take possession of us; 
in these days of waiting, 
open our hearts to the mystery of your cross.   
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you most humble and hearty thanks for all 
your goodness and loving kindness. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And give us, we pray, such a sense of all your mercies 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, 
and that we show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honour and glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Conclude with the following:  

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil, and keep us in eternal life. 
Amen.  
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Lead us into Holy Week 
We tell your story. We follow in your footsteps. Lead us into Holy Week. 
We walk towards the city. We wait in the garden. Lead us onto Holy Ground. 
We journey towards death. We hope for resurrection. Lead us into Joy. 
 
Palm Sunday 
Today Christ enters his own city to complete his work as our Saviour, to 
suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us go in faith and love, so that, united with 
him in his sufferings, we may share his risen life. Amen 
 
Holy Monday Isaiah 42: 1-7, John 12: 1-11 
When we bruise like a reed in the wind Jesus tend us                                                                                      
When we wane like a flickering lamp Jesus shield us                                                                                       
When we lose courage and walk without hope Jesus cheer us. Amen 
 
Holy Tuesday Isaiah 49: 1-6, John 12: 20-36 
God, your constant love reaches the heavens Your faithfulness extends to the 
skies Be merciful to us for we are in trouble and are laid very low. In 
Jerusalem you anticipate the hour to be glorified, help us to enter into this 
mystery and follow you. Amen 
 
Holy Wednesday Isaiah 50: 4-9, John 13: 21-32 
Lord Jesus, you drove out money changers from the Temple to open sacred 
space. You are betrayed by a disciple who holds the purse strings and seeks to 
force your hand. We pray for all in government and business with financial 
responsibility, for all who have lost money and livelihood, for all in debt and 
fearful. Open hands and hearts to share love in action. Amen  
 
Maundy Thursday Exodus 12: 1-14, John 13: 1-17 
God our Father, your Son Jesus Christ was obedient to the end and drank the 
cup prepared for him: may we who share his table watch with him through the 
night of suffering and be faithful. Amen 
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Good Friday Isaiah 52:13 - end of 53. John 18: 1- end of 19 
Lord God, we meet beneath your cross and keep silence. 
We keep silence in a time when words fail us. As we pass 
through the valley of the shadow of death may we fear no 
evil knowing that you are with us. Amen 
 

 
Holy Saturday Job 14: 1-14, John 19: 38 - end 
We hold our breath. The stone is rolled across the tomb, the guard is set, the 
disciples fled. And wait. Today we wait, desperate for good news, longing for 
healing in the nations, seeking your face Lord. 
 

 
 
Easter Day     Acts 10: 34-43, Matthew 28: 1-10 
Alleluia! Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of 
your Son overcame the old order of sin and death to make all things new in 
him: grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may 
reign with him in glory; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and 
honour, glory and might, now and in all eternity. Amen. Alleluia! 
 


