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Lorna explains 
that this picture  
 

“was used in a 
Zoom lockdown 
service by the 
Church I've been 
'going' to and it 
made me realise 
how much I have 
to be grateful for! 
When times are 
tough, we can 
sink to our knees - 
and that's the best 
place to be.”  
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From Jane… 
 
 
 
 
All Hallows, Woolsery set the trend and opened for ‘Private Prayer’ twice a 
week. Sunday mornings 9am – 1pm and Wednesday afternoons 1pm until 
4pm gives the 72 hour gap which results in any bugs degrading and cleaning 
being unnecessary between opening. At each locking up, the contact details 
of those who have come in are collected to be securely kept for 21 days in 
case of ‘Track & Trace’ and obvious ‘touch points’ are wiped over. It’s a lot 
of form filling and box ticking for 2 periods but so worthwhile to be able to 
say that a church, valued by so many as a safe haven, is available to come 
apart, pause and pray. 
Other Churches in the Hartland Coast Mission Community have porches 
available to take time out and sit for a while with an arrangement of flowers, 
a prayer to read and a view to enjoy. A chance to change our focus from the 
narrative of a virus that has changed our lives and how we live together. A 
distance of 2 metres without touching is the new normal, we long for a deep 
and meaningful connection. I hope you feel a deep sense of the presence of 
God and his love within and around you. 
Now more forms and the prospect of services – with a difference! Please 
realise there will not be singing, there will be protective precautions, services 
will be shorter – about 20 minutes – and we will need to leave the building to 
chat. So, this is the plan for August: 
1st Sunday, the 2nd:  9.30am at St. Mary & St. Benedict, Buckland Brewer. 
2nd Sunday, the 9th:  11am at St. Nectan’s, Stoke. 
3rd Sunday, the 16th:  11am at St. James, Parkham. 
4th Sunday, the 23rd:  11am at All Saints, Clovelly. 
5th Sunday, the 30th:  11am at St. Nectan’s, Stoke which will be a service of 

praise coinciding with when the Flower Festival would 
have taken place. 
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Now with St. Swithin’s day having had light showers and cloudy morning 
improving to a sunny late afternoon with blue skies – who knows what the 
rest of the summer will be like!? We are making some plans in the hope of 
some sunny days on the 9th at All Hallows, Woolsery and the 16th at St. 
Nectan’s, Welcombe both at 3pm for Open Air gatherings. Unless the 
guidance changes and we can start to sing, we will enjoy meeting up, sharing 
and praying, and eating a picnic together. If the forecast is unsettled, we will 
delay. 
We’ll see how these first steps go and then plan for the autumn. Looking out 
for the tallest sunflower and the largest marrow or pumpkin to measure and 
celebrate at harvest. The Ministry Team are looking forward to seeing some 
of you at these services. 

Jane 

 

From Madeline… 

 

OUR IDENTITY 

Have you ever noticed that when you’re introduced to someone that one of 
the questions that arises in the following conversation is “and what do 
you/did you do” in the way of work?  It seems that our identity is defined by 
the job of work we do or used to do. 
I’ve been watching Michael McIntyre’s repeat shows lately, 
and they start with him asking questions in June 2019 of a 
fortune teller (himself dressed up) of what might happen in 
2020.  He asks about his trip in 2020 planned to be a safari; 
but he’s told it will be to a garden centre!  He’s told he won’t be a comedian 
in 2020, but a substitute teacher and amateur hairdresser!  His uniform won’t 
be his usual suit, but tracksuit bottoms and a tee shirt he’s slept in the night 
before.  In June 2019 this would have sounded crazy, but one year later we 
understand completely.  How things have changed!   And that includes our 
identity for some people. 
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In these days of Covid 19, people’s attitudes and identities have changed.  
We’ve heard of pilots now picking crops in fields, of investment bankers 
filling supermarket shelves.  For some, myself included, we can’t do what 
our role or vocation was before: we’ve had to change and adapt.  And that 
doesn’t always sit comfortably.  I know myself I’ve felt a type of 
bereavement that I can’t be the priest I was ordained to be: I can’t do the 
pastoral work I was used to, let alone take church services, preaching the 
gospel in the usual way.  I, like many others, have had to adapt, and embrace 
change whether I like it or not!  It seems that our identity has changed. 
But the person who we are isn’t necessarily defined by our work.  We all 
take on several roles in life: firstly as daughter or son, then student; husband, 
wife or labelled as single; father, mother, aunt etc.  We are given labels, 
some more complimentary than others.  Judgements can be quickly made 
when we learn of someone’s job – generally there is instantly more respect 
for, say, a scientist than a labourer.  Yet that scientist could be the most 
despicable of people, and the labourer the kindest, most compassionate and 
generous hearted person.  Who would you prefer to be your friend? 
Thankfully, God doesn’t look at us for what job we do.  He looks at our 
hearts, how we treat other people: do we love our neighbour?  Do we think 
of others, look and see where we could perhaps help them?  Are we the 
person who God intended us to be?  Is our purpose in life to be 
with God, to rest in God?  That’s our true identity.   Our self 
worth comes from our identity, not from our activity. 
And God’s identity is about who he is: he is a God of love – 
and it’s unconditional love at that – he’s a God of grace, truth, justice, one 
who gives us a way of saving us by forgiving our wrongdoings through 
Jesus.  Happily God’s identity is always the same: he’s not going to change; 
so we can rely on him totally, always.  Thank God for that! 
With every blessing 
Revd. Madeline 
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Hartland Coast Mission Community 
Ministry Team 

 
 

   '   01237 

Team Rector Revd. Jane Skinner 431622 
rectorhartlandcoast@gmail.com 

Team Vicar Revd. Madeline Bray 451445 
revmadelinebray@gmail.com  

Team Curate Revd. Jane Hayes 440161/07503 731465 

Rural Dean Revd. Derek Arnold 721723 
Reader Andrew Macwilliam 441524 

Reader Eunice Dunn 451121 

Reader Hilary Savage 452483 

Reader  Vera Tooke 441057 

 
Parish Administrator  Tricia Oakley (see note) 
Parish Office 
St. Nectan’s Church Rooms 
The Square 
HARTLAND  
EX39 6BL 
01237 441142 hartlandcoastparishes@gmail.com 
Office hours:  Mon / Tues / Thurs / Fri mornings 10am to midday.  

Answerphone in operation. 
Please note that, for the time being, I am not keeping regular office hours, 
but working from home and going in only to deal with post and any printing 
which needs doing. I can check messages and answer emails from home as 
usual, so do keep in touch.         Tricia  
website:  hartlandcoastchurches.org  
Facebook: Hartland Coast Mission Community   
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Ecumenical contacts 
 
 

Superintendent Methodist Minister Revd. Rob Blackhall 01805 628041 
 
Local Methodist Minister Revd. Andrew Vidamour 01237 478453 
 
Roman Catholic Priest Father Edward Anthony  01237 472519 

 bideford@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
***************************************************** 

Hartland Coast Mission Community 
CHURCHWARDENS 

 
Alwington Barry Collacott 

John Westaway 
01237 478733 
01237 451532 

Bucks Mills Chris Braund 
Robin Croslegh 

 
01237 441605 

Buckland Brewer David Blight 
Roger Walter 

01237 451785 

Clovelly Sue Curtis 
Chris West 

 
01237 431668 

Hartland Thirza Goaman 
Kay Greenish 

01237 441276 
01237 441091 

Lundy Andrew Wilby  

Parkham Keith Chambers  

Welcombe Helen Bence 
Sheila Wade 

 
01288 331391 

Woolsery Mary Cann 
Colin Pomeroy 

 
01237 431201 
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Alwington 
It seemed no sooner had we got 
back into the church with a working 
heating system than we were in 
lockdown. Whilst we have not been 
able to come together in person, 
individuals have been tending the 
area around the church. The trench 
that had to be dug for the new gas 
pipe has been levelled and is now 
hardly visible, the section of fence 
that had to be removed has been 
replaced (many thanks to Nigel and 
his grandson, Henry). The church 
yard has had to be maintained, a 
private prayer space has been 
created in the church porch. 
This week Alison and Rose 
ventured into the church, they 

walked through the cobwebs and 
swept up the bat poo, dusted and 
vacuumed so that the church is now 
ready for our return to services, 
hopefully sometime soon. 
Work starts shortly to replace the 
heating in our schoolroom which is 
exciting. With the heating in the 
church and schoolroom sorted we 
won’t know ourselves! 
Alwington is a parish made up of 
several smaller communities, it is to 
these small communities that people 
have turned for support during these 
difficult times. I believe and hope 
that these smaller communities have 
been brought closer together with 
neighbours getting to know each 
other. In Woodtown a WhatsApp 
group meant that people were 
connected even when behind their 
front door. Chatter has been 
amusing and supportive. We have 
shared our appreciation of the 
wonderful world on our doorstep in 
pictures. My hope is that we 
remember the things we valued as 
our lives get busy again. 

Alison Browning 
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Clovelly 
We are hoping to open All Saints 
shortly perhaps 2 days or afternoons 
per week, but there has to be a 
thorough clean first (thanks to our 
resident bats!) and our friends the 
swallows! 
We have had a focal point in the 
porch with our wooden cross from 
the lady chapel, a flower 
arrangement, prayer cards, and a 
laminated prayer from Sylvia that is 
changed every week. 
We are planning to hold a church 
service on the 23rd August when all 
the appropriate Safeguarding 
measures are in place. 
We are contemplating opening St 
Peters Chapel in the near future 
again when appropriate measures 
are in place. 
It will be really uplifting when we 
can get back to normal and have our 
church services again, and to meet 
up with our congregation friends. 

Sue Curtis 
 

Woolsery 
It goes without saying that the 
conventional church life in the 
parish has been absent of late. 
However, a weekly Zoom virtual 
service has been held  

and the church - after a deep clean - 
is now open twice a week for 
private prayer on Sunday mornings 
(9.00 am until 12.30 pm) and on 
Wednesday afternoons (1.00 until 
4.00 pm). Additionally, the PCC is 
actively discussing plans for further 
church activity as and when 
permitted. 
Despite the hardship of the 
lockdown and the restrictions still in 
place after the partial lifting, morale 
stays high! 

Colin Pomeroy 
 

Welcombe 

Summer Cleaning at St. Nectans 

At a recent PCC meeting, I 
mentioned how much ivy was 
growing up the church walls and 
asked had a Spring Clean or 
working party tackled this in the 
past. Stories of previous years when 
the ivy had been tackled were told. 
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A date was made and on 28th July a 
gang appeared to arrest the ivy from 
its climb. The chaps came with long 
handled clippers to reach up to the 
guttering. Secateurs were wielded 
all around the building and the 
stonework was revealed afresh. 
Recent grouting makes the Church 
look very tidy and up together! 
Elizabeth was not to be argued with 
as she wielded the hedge trimmer 

and Mary didn’t allow any ivy to 

escape! Church Wardens Helen and 
Sheila were last seen behind the 
benches, getting into the corners. 
Great job team. The church building 
is not out of mind even if it is more 
out of sight. Have a look and check 
on how growth is affecting the 
church you know and if you need to 
tackle the ivy. Hope the Welcombe 
effort inspires the rest of the 
Mission Community.  

PCC in the open and all socially 
distancing! Welcombe PCC meet 
outside on a sunny afternoon – quite 
an emotional occasion as some had 
not been in company since the lock 
down. It was so good to see each 
other again and talk through what 
we would like to be able to do for 
worship and our first steps of being 
open again. Thinking about helping 
the community to feel connected 
and support the church, even though 
uncertain what we might be able to 
do together. Much easier to cope 
when reminded we are in this 
together. And that was the 
afternoon I asked about the 
offending ivy growing up the wall! 
Hope everyone finds their 
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gatherings as uplifting – fancy 
saying that of a PCC meeting! 

Jane Skinner 

Hartland  

How strange it has been not to have 
services in church. Several people 
join in the Wednesday morning 
Zoom service and even more the 
Sunday telephone Compline. This 
one can be a bit disconcerting as 
there is a time lag so responses are 
not in unison. It makes me think 
how it must have been at Pentecost 
when the disciples were speaking in 
tongues!  

Archdeacon Mark’s leaving service 
was also on Zoom. We were 
divided into breakout rooms before 
the service to chat to each other. It 
was good to see Penny Dobbin in 
mine, but apart from her and 
Stephen Skinner, I didn’t know 
anyone else; not really surprising 
since it covered the whole 
archdeaconry. It was also strange to 
see all the bishops and archdeacons 
in their own homes in ordinary 
clothes rather than the robed 
procession that is usual at these 
services. 

Jane Hayes has set up a prayer area 
in the North porch of the church. 
This is quite private as it is on the 

far side of the church with fewer 
passing walkers. Jane H has put 
some prayers on a board, so you 
don’t have to handle anything, to 
help if you need inspiration.  

We have started preparing St 
Nectan’s ready for opening for 
services. Two risk assessments have 
been done and we have just heard 
our first service will be on August 
9th. The church looks so bare with 
no papers, information sheets or 
merchandise out. We will be glad to 
be able to meet together though half 
the congregation is not yet ready. At 
least we will not have a problem 
with social distancing here! 

*When you do come to church 
please observe social distancing and 
no hand shaking. There is sanitiser 
gel at the door and the sink in the 
kitchen area will be available if you 
prefer to wash your hands. We must 
not use the aisle seats so you will 
see tape where you may not sit. 
Once you have chosen a seat please 
use it at future services. There will 
be no hymn singing and we suggest 
you leave your order of service in 
your seat for use next time.  

Please put your collection on the 
plate on the chest, so have it ready 
as you come in. When you put in all 
the money saved from the services 
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we haven’t held, please put it in an 
envelope with the dates covered, so 
we can collect Gift Aid under the 
GASDS scheme.  

I look forward to seeing some of 
you on August 9th. 

Kay Greenish 

*Since Kay sent her article, we 
have had notice that face coverings 
are to be worn at services, so please 
add this instruction to her list of dos 
and don’ts! 

Please Tricia know if you would 
like to receive Hartbeat or the 
weekly information sheet 
electronically. Email address on 
page 5. 
 
HARVEST FESTIVALS 
In September/October will be our 
Harvest Celebrations around the 
churches.  
As we haven’t had our summer 
fetes and horticultural shows, 
please would people plan to hold 
on to a few of their longest, 
roundest, heaviest trophies 
amongst their vegetables to bring 
to their service. 
We’ll be putting a list up in August 
about when services will be around 
the parishes for the following two 
months. 

FROM THE PARISH 
REGISTERS 

 

 
Funerals 
 
1st June Raymond Stanley Squire 
 All Saints Clovelly 

22nd June  Sally Patricia Gills
 Crematorium 
 (St. James Parkham) 
3rd July Jennifer Frederica 

Temperance Clarke 
 Crematorium 
 (St. Nectan Welcombe) 

 
 
Hartland Coast Mission 
Community 
 
A Facebook group was created to 
keep us all in the loop. This may fill 
you with horror, but it is a private 
group which you may join without 
revealing any personal details.  
 
Please check the weekly 
information sheet for details. 
 
  

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
family and friends 
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Pause and Pray 
 
With the continued closure of our 
church buildings to regular visitors, 
church porches were used to create 
a space designed to offer a focus for 
prayer and contemplation – maybe 
providing Holy Ground for an 
encounter with God. 
I thought it might add a little ‘extra’ 
if you were challenged to recognise 
each of the porches pictured here! 
The answers are on page 7 
  

Porch A 
 

Porch A  
 

Porch B 
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Porch C 

 

Porch D 
 

Porch E 
 

Porch E 
F 
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Porch F 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friday phiX (praise, hospitality 
and inspiration that’s Christ-
centred) from 7pm Methodist 

Chapel Rooms, Parkham. 
 

Doors open 7pm for 
tea/coffee/nibbles and 

worship starts at 7.30pm. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Copy date for the next issue of 
Hartbeat (October/November) 

will be September 17th 
Please send any photos as 

small attachments (not as a link!) 
hartlandcoastparishes@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jesus invited everyone to come 
and follow him 
 
 

 
Messy Church  

in the Methodist Church Hall, 
Hartland 

… 
For more details contact 

Revd. Jane Hayes 
01237 440161 

 

 
 

 

Suspended until further notice … 
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SERVICES FOR AUGUST 

 
Please will everybody attending a service in the church 

building wear a suitable face covering, sanitise hands on 
arrival and observe the social distancing requirements.  

THANK YOU! 
You may be asked to wait patiently before you can enter 
and be asked to sit in a designated seat, as some will be 

blocked off to maintain the required distance. 
 

  Sunday 2nd 9th 16th 23rd 30th 
 Trinity 8 Trinity 9 Trinity 10 Trinity 11 Trinity 12 

Buckland  
Brewer 

9.30am 
Holy 
Communion 

   
 

Lundy 
tbc 
Holy 
Communion 

   
 

Hartland  
11am 
Holy 
Communion  

  
11am 
Service of 
Praise 

Woolsery  
3pm 
Open air 
service 

   

Parkham    
11am 
Holy 
Communion 

  

Welcombe   3pm 
Open air 
service 

  

Clovelly    11am 
Holy 
Communion 
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The Ministry Team will be saying 
Morning Prayer at 9am each 
morning and Night Prayer at the 
end of the day. 
While most services in our parish 
churches are suspended, you 
may like to join in with them 
from your own homes. You can 
find an order of service on the 
Mission Community website -
www.hartlandcoastchurches.org 
– or ask Tricia to email one to 
you.  
 

 
 
On Wednesday mornings at 
11am a Morning Service is 
offered on Zoom and on Sundays 
at 5pm you can join in with 
Compline via your phone. 
Details of how to connect to 
these is given on the weekly 
information sheet. 
A list of Sunday services to be 
held in August is given on p.15. 
 
 

Readings – Related Lectionary 
 1st Lesson Epistle Gospel Psalm Colour 

August 2nd  
Trinity 8 

Isaiah 55:  
1-5 

Romans 9:  
1-5 

Matthew 14:  
13-21 

145:  
8-9 & 15-22 Green 

August 9th  
Trinity 9 

1 Kings 19:  
9-18 

Romans 10:  
5-15 

Matthew 14:  
22-33 

85:  
8-13 Green 

August 16th  
Trinity 10 

Isaiah 56:  
1 & 6-8 

Romans 11:  
1-2a & 29-32 

Matthew 15:  
21-28 67 White  

August 23rd  
Trinity  11 

Isaiah 51:  
1-6 

Romans 12:  
1-8 

Matthew 16:  
13-20 138 Green 

August 30th  
Trinity 12 

Jeremiah 15:  
15-21 

Romans 12:  
9-21 

Matthew 16: 
21-28 

26:  
1-8 Green 

September 6th  
Trinity 13 

Ezekiel 33:  
7-11 

Romans 13:  
8-14 

Matthew 18:  
15-20 

119:  
33-40 Green 

September 13th 

Trinity 14 
Genesis 50: 

15-21 
Romans 14:  

1-12 
Matthew 18:  

21-35 
103:  
8-13 Green 

September 20th  
Trinity 15 

Jonah  
3:10 - 4:11 

 

Philippians 1: 
21-30 

Matthew 20:  
1-16 

145:  
1-8 Green 

September 27th 
Trinity 16  

Ezekiel 18:  
1-4 & 25-32 

Philippians 2:  
1-13 

Matthew 21:  
23-32 

25:  
1-9 Green 

HARVEST 
READINGS 

Deuteronomy 28: 
1-14 

2 Corinthians 9:  
6-15 

Luke 12:  
16-30  65 Green 


