
Reflection for Trinity 18 - Matthew 22:1-14 

 

This is another of those stories that Jesus may have told more than once. It appears 

in Luke as a rather less angry version than that of Matthew. There may be reasons 

for this which we can explore later. 

Jesus once again is speaking to the chief priests and Pharisees in a parable but 

directly to them. This is the last of Matthew’s parables.  

The King stands therefore as God, his son for whom the wedding feast is to be held 

is of course Jesus. We may ask why a wedding feast but a wedding stands for 

commitment, covenant, promise. So the invitation is extended and we must assume  

this is for the Hebrew people, the chosen ones Of God. They have rejected his 

message. They produce all sorts of excuses - we are already going out to dinner - I 

must attend to my farm and so on. Not only that but they set on the Messenger and 

kill him. The Messenger could be the prophets, many of whom were killed but much 

more likely it is Jesus, whom the leaders of the chosen race have killed. The King, 

enraged, sends his troops to destroy the murderers and burn the city. It is here that 

Matthew is probably embroidering the story. This burning of the city must relate to 

the sacking of Jerusalem by the Romans which took in place in AD70 - before 

Matthew wrote his gospel. The invitation is then extended, it is opened wide, all are 

welcome. This is the message that Jesus proclaimed and still proclaims - all are 

welcome - come to the feast.  

The last paragraph could well be part of another story that Matthew has added in. 

The poor man who is found at the wedding not properly dressed. Who is he, why is 

he there? Why did he not say; ‘I was dragged in off the streets, so I didn't have time 

to dress properly’?  Perhaps even ’I don't possess a best suit!’. It is however much 

more likely that is not simply a question of dress. It is pointed at the man who is 

attending the wedding simply for the feast, for the benefits he does not want to join 

in, he does not want to commit himself, to be a part of what is happening. He is, as 

we might say, ‘only here for the beer’.  

Matthew, as we know, is writing for a more Jewish readership. Perhaps his more 

angry version of this story is because, coming from a Jewish heritage, he is 

saddened and disappointed by the rejection of Jesus and God by his fellow men. So, 

he emphasises the destruction of Jerusalem, and the killing of Jesus. It is also a 

rejection of the message, a rejection of their chance of Salvation, which distresses 

him.  

The message that we receive from this passage is that we are all invited. We are all 

wanted but of course this comes with responsibilities. The improperly clad man, the 

man who was not living up to his responsibilities finds himself rejected, symbolically 

at least. We for our part must accept the invitation so freely given. Acceptance of the 

invitation demands commitment on our part. God makes a covenant with us, a 

covenant that we can either accept or reject. We must play our part to join in the 

joyous celebration, a celebration of the promise that Jesus gives.  



Father of all, 

Sometimes we find it difficult to hear your voice. 

We even make excuses and run away. 

Help us. 

Give us the courage and willingness to do your will. 

May we see the challenge of discipleship  

As an honour and an opportunity, 

Even though at times it will be difficult. 

Give us hope that we will come though 

And do justice to the tasks your Son has set us. Amen 

 


